WORK PLAN FOR DEVELOPMENT OF THE STRATEGY FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AARHUS CONVENTION

IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

I Background, legal and policy acts – harmonization with AC and EU standards

	activity
	who
	when
	Already done
	To be done
	needs
	Possible contribution of 2.2 Project

	Adoption of the env. legislation
	Entities’ Parliaments 
	RS- done

FB&H – procedure is in very last stage
	Framework law on EP adopted principles of AC;
	Secondary legislation
	Support of int’l experts in drafting of secondary legislation related to implementation of A.C.
	Preparation of sub-law on information dissemination

	Adoption of Information Freedom Act
	Entities’ Parliaments and Parliament of B&H
	done
	done
	No specific plans
	Develop by-laws in order to provide smooth realization of the Laws
	Rules of procedure; capacity building of information officers in environmental bodies

	NEAP B&H
	Governments of Entities
	Early 2003
	Draft NEAP has already been discussed in Governments
	To be adopted in near future
	Donor Conference
	


II Procedure for acceptance of the A.C.

	activity
	who
	when
	Already done
	To be done
	needs
	Possible contribution of 2.2 Project

	Adoption of the recommendation for starting of official procedure
	Environmental Steering Committee
	November 05, 2002
	
	RS MoE to start official procedure in accordance with national legislation
	Preparation of official letter to Ministry for foreign Affairs
	

	Establishing of Commission for acceptance of International Agreements
	ESC
	December 2002
	
	MoEs, Ministries on state level, academia, NGOs to nominate candidates - experts
	Organization of sub-group for acceptance of A.C.
	Organization of the meeting of the subgroup, presentation of the Project tasks, 

	Preparation of the Work-plan for acceptance of the A.C. in accordance with national legislation 
	Subgroup for acceptance of A. C in cooperation of two entities’ MoEs and Council of Ministries
	January  2003
	Few seminars/trainings have been organized in B&H, experts pool exists, interest has been shown (NEAP)
	Preparation of official document, which would be confirmed by authorities in official procedure
	Presentation of the Work-plan to all stakeholders, offer to all stakeholders to participate in its realization
	Organization of inter-ministerial meeting, adoption of the Plan, distribution of the tasks

	Official translation of A. C. in official languages in B&H
	Subgroup, MoEs, MFA, REC CO, experts, NGOs
	January 2003
	Few unofficial texts are in use in B&H
	Synchronization of all existing texts in officials translation in all B&H languages
	Under subgroup, establishing of experts group for translation
	Support to the group for the translation – collection of the texts from Croatia and Yugoslavia

	Translation of at least summary of implantation Guide
	Subgroup, MoEs, REC CO, NGOs, experts
	March 2003
	REC CO has arisen this issue, and proposed this activity in few different projects
	
	In order to make presentation of benefits, but also to present all challenges of A.C., summary of the Guide should be presented to decision makers
	Support to group for translation, publication of the translated Guide/summary for use in B&H

	Preparation and presentation of completed materials to decision makers (parliamentarians)
	MoEs, MFA on the basis of the report made by subgroup
	May 2003
	Few assessments have been done in scope of different projects (including 2.2)
	Synchronization of existing assessments in light of previously listed activities
	
	Organization of the Roundtable, with participation of the subgroup, interministerial working group, NGOs, parliamentarians and other stakeholders

	Acceptance of the Convention
	Parliament of B&H
	July 2003
	
	
	
	


III Institutional strengthening – Capacity building

	activity
	who
	how
	Already done
	To be done
	needs
	Possible contribution of 2.2 Project

	State level authorities
	GEF secretariat for B&H
	Their involvement in activities related to A.C.
	By the contacts with ESC, GEF has already been informed about B&H intentions regarding acceptance of A.C.
	Involvement of GEF Secretariat in operational work of ESC Subgroup
	
	Involvement of GEF secretariat in meetings, tasks distribution

	Inter-entity bodies
	ESC
	Organization of subgroup for acceptance of A. C. in scope of the ESC’s Commission for acceptance of int’l agreements
	ESC obtained support from int’l donors for its work, which includes establishing of Commission for acceptance of int’l agreements
	In scope of the Commission it could be established expert sub working group for acceptance of A.C.
	Selection of the experts, organization of their work In accordance with this work plan and organization of communication with authorities
	Support to the experts’ sub group work in accordance with project tasks and national legislation.

	Entity level authorities
	Entities’ MoEs, other ministries related to A.C. implementation
	Their involvement in expert subgroup, participation in inter-ministerial meetings
	Workshops/seminars trainings on A.C. have been attended by ministries’ representatives
	Additional trainings to be organized; translation of the Convention and Guide to be distributed 
	Good practices from neighboring countries to be presented
	Special trainings for information officers about specific requirements of A.C.

	Local authorities (including Canton and municipal level)
	Local authorities
	By providing of precise rules/instructions for implementation of A.C. on local level; development of LEAPs in accordance with A.C, principles; capacity building of local information officers
	Few seminars aimed to local capacity building have been organized in B&H in few last years; started LEAP development procedure in few municipalities; good examples of cooperation between authorities and local NGOs
	Wider dissemination of LEAP development process, establishing environmental units (including public relations) on local level
	Preparation of local language guide for implementation of A.C, on local level
	By the project it could be organized collecting of good practices from other countries related to implementation of A.C. on local level.


